
Q u a ıita tiv e  a n d  Q u a n tita tiv e  R e s e a r c h

U p to  th is  p o in t
, 
th e  te rm s  q u a lita tiv e  a n d q tła n tita tiv e  r e s e a r ch h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  o n  o c c a

s io n
,  
w ith o u t d e fin itio n A lth o u gh  th e  te rm s  q tła lita tiv e  a n d  q u a n tita tiv e  a r e  g e n e ra lly  w e ll

k n o w n  in  o u r  s o c ie ty , 
th e s e  typ e s  o f r e s e a r c h

,  
e s p e c ia lly  q u a lita tiv e

, 
a r e  s o m e w h a t d iffic u lt

to  d e fin e
,  

a s  sp e c ffic  p ra c tic e  th a t c o v e r s  a  v a r ie ty  o f stu d ie s W e  c a n  ta k e  a  d e fin ite  a p

p ro a c h a s  p r o v id e d  b y  K r a th w o h 1 (ı9 9 3)

Q u a lita ū v e  r e s e a rc h  : r e s e a r c h  th a t d e s c ń b e s  p h e n o m e n a  in  w o rd s in s te a d  o f n u m b e r s  o r

m e a s u re s Q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  r e s e a r c h  th a t d e s c ń b e s p h e n o m e n a  in  n u m b e r s  a n d

m e a s u r e s  in ste a d  o f w o rd s  (p 74 0 )

E s s e n ū a ll%  K r a th w o lū '
s  d e s c ń p tio n  sh o w s th e  d istin c ū o n  in  th e  w a y  d a ta  a r e  p re s e n te d

,

a ııd  th is  m a y  b e  th e  m o s t a p p a r e n t d istin c ū o n  to  a n y o n e  r e a d in g  th e  r e s e a r c h  lite r a m e

H o w e v e r
, 
id e n tiñ c a ū o n  o f a d d itio n a l d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o  a p p r o a c h e s  to  r e s e a r c h

a id s  in  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e m

Q u a lita tiv e  a n d q u a n ū ta tiv e  r e s e a r c h  r e p r e s e n t tw o  d is ū n c tly  d iffe r e n t a pp ro a c h e s  to

u n d e r s ta n din g th e  w o r l &  th a t is
,  
th e  ph e n o m e n a  b e hıg researchedQualitative re s e a r c h  h a s

its  o rig in s  in  d e s c ń p tiv e  a n a ly sis
, 
a n d  is  e s s e n ū a lly  a n  in d u c tiv e  p r o c e s s i r e a s o n in g  fr o m  th e

s  \  ffic  s itu a tio n  to  a  \  n e ra l c o n c lu sio n Q u aııū ta tiv e  r e s e a r c h
, 
o n  th e  o th e r  h a iı¢ is  m o r e

c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  d e d u c ū o n
, 
r e a s o n in g fro n ı g e n e ra l p rin c ip le s  to  sp e c ffic  situ a tio n s

A s  L a n e y  (19 9 3) p o in ts  o u t
, q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a rc h  is  typ ic a lly  th o u ght o f a s a  m e th o d

w ith  a  s e t o f p ro c e d u r e s  fo r  c o n d u c thıg  re se a r c h F ro m  a  p ra c ū c a l sta n dp o in t o f d o in g r e

s e a rc h  this  m a y l
b e  a  u s e ń d  a pp ro a c h

,  
b u t th e r e  a re  u n d e rly hıg  difĺ e r e n c e s  in  th e  episte m o lo

g ie s  o f q u a lita ū v e  a n d  q u a n ū ta İ iv e  r e s e a rc h M e y a re  b a s e d  o n  dif[e re n t p a ra d i \ , 
a

Paradig þęin g  a  m o ? 1 c o n sis tin g o f A s su n ıp tio n s
, 
c o n c e p ts

,  
a n d  p ro p o sitio n s Q u a lita tiv e

re s e a rc h  自如 W st s e n se  fo llo w s th e  n a n ira list p a ra d ig m
, 
tlıa t re s e a r c h  sh o u ld b e n d u c t e d

in  th e  n a  s e ttin g a n d  th a t th e  m e a n in g s de ń y e d fro m  r e s e a r ch  a re sp e c ffic  to Th a t se ttin g

a iıd its  c o iiiliţio n s T he  a p p ro a c h  is  th a t o f a  h o listic  in te ip re ta ū o n  o f th e  n a tu r al s e ttin g

Q u a iıtita tiv e  re s e a rc h h a s  its  ro o ts iin  w sitiv is m  a n d is  n ıo re  c lo seıy a s s o c ia te d  w ith

th e  s c ie n tiliç M e th o d Th a】ı is  q u a lita tiv e re se a rc h . , R e e s e  (19 80) defines p o sitiv ism a s

a  fa m ily of philo so ph ie s  characteriz¢ by  ap ex tre m ely  p o sitiv e  e v alu a tio rı o f S i m c e  a】ıd

ientifıc m e th o d (p 4 50)!
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T h e  e m p h a sis is o n  fa c ts
, 
re la tio n ship s

, 
a n d c a u s e s Q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h e rs pla c e  great

v a lu e  o n  o u tc o m e s a n d p ro d u c ts ; q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a r c h e rs  h a v e  g r e a t c o n c e r n  fo r  th e  irn pact

o f th e  p ro c e s s a s w e ll
, 
typ ic a lly m o r e  s o  th a n  q u a n tita tiv e  re s e a rc h e r s

It is n o t d e sira ble  to  g e t sid e tr a c k e d o n  a  dis c u s sio n  o f th e  r o le  o f th e o ry  in  e du ca

tio n a l re s e a rc h a t th is  p o in t T h a t is s u e
, 

a lo n g w ith a  fo rm a l d e fin itio n  o f th e o ry , m e tits

m o re  e la b o ra tio n  a s is  d o n e  la te r in  th e  c h a p te Ļ  b u t a  fe w  c o m m e n ts  a r e  in  o rd e r here

Q u a lita tiv e  re s e a rc h d o e s  n o t e m p h a siz e  a  th e o r e tic a l b a s e  fo r  w h a te v e r  is b e in g  s tu died at

th e  b e g in n in g o f the  re s e a r c h A  th e o ry  m a y d e v e lo p  a s  th e  r e s e a rc h  is  c o n d u c te d
, 
if it do es

it m a y b e  c h a n g e d
, 
dr o pp e d

, 
o r  re fin e d a s th e  r e s e a rc h  p ro g r e s s e s If a  th e o ry  d e v e lo ps

b a s e d o n  th e  d a ta
, 
w e  h a v e  a

"

g r o u n d e d th e o ry ,

"
th a t is

, 
a  th e o ry  g r o u n d e d in  th e  d a ta  ra ther

th a n  b a s e d o n  s o m e  a  p rio ri c o n str u c te d id e a s
, 
n o tio n s

, 
o r  s y s te m If n o  th e o ry  e m e rg e s

, 
the

r e s e a rc h  w ill b e  a th e o r e tic a l
, 
b u t w ill r e ta in  its d e s c rip tiv e  v a lu e

Q u a n tita ū v e  r e s e a r c h  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d
, 
b e c a u s e  o f its  d e d u c tiv e  n a tu re

, 
te n d s to  be

m o r e  th e o ry b a s e d fr o m  th e  o n s e t In  fa c t
, 
w h e n  th e o ry te stin g  r e s e a r c h  is  b e in g  d o n e  it is

lik e ly to  b e  q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h C e rta in l%  th e o rie s  a r e  n o t a lw a y s  id e n tilie d  e x p lic itly in

q u a n tita tiv e  re s e a r c h b u t th e  th e o re tic a l u n d e rp in n in g s e x is t in  o n e  fo rm  o r  a n o th e r

Q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  is c o n te x t sp e c ific  w ith  th e  r e s e a r c h e r
'

s  r o le  b e in g  o n e  o f in c lu
sio n  in  th e  s itu a tio n A s  S m ith  (19 87) in d ic a te s

, q u a lita tiv e  re s e a r c h  is  b a s e d  o n  th e  n o ū o n

o f c o n te x t s e n sitiv ity , 
th e  b e lie f th a t th e  p a rtic u la r  p h y sic a l a n d  s o c ia l e n v ir o n m e n t h a s  a

g r e a t b e a rin g o n  h u m a n  b e h a v io r Q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a r c h e rs  e m p h a s iz e  a  h o lis tic  in te rp re ta
ū o n T h e y  p e r c e iv e  fa c ts  a n d  v a lu e s a s  in e x tr ic a bly  m ix e d O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d

, q u a n tita tiv e

r e s e a r c h e r s lo o k  fo r  m o r e  c o n te x t fr e e  g e n e r a liz a tio n s T h e y  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  w illin g  to
fo c u s  o n  in d iv id u a l v a ria b le s  a n d  fa c to r s

, 
r a th e r  th a n  to  c o n c e n tr a te  o n  a  h o lis tic  in te ip r e

ta tio n Typ ic a lly ,  q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h e r s s e p a r a te  fa c ts  a n d  v a lu e s

O v e r a ll
,  q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h e r s a r e  m o r e  a ttu n e d  to  s ta n d a rd iz e d  r e s e a r c h  p r o c e

d u r e s  a n d  p re d e te rm in e d  d e s ig n s  th a n  q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a rc h e r s T h e  la tte r  a r e  m o r e  fle x ib le
o n c e  th e y  a r e  in to  th e  r e s e a r c h

, 
a n d q u a lita tiv e  r e se a r c h  in v o lv e s  m u ltip le  m e th o d s  m o re

fr e q u e n tly  th a n  q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a rc h Q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  m o r e  o f a  c a ta lo g  o f d e
sig n s th a n  q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a rc h T h e  d istin c tio n  in  th e  w a y  d a ta  a r e  p re s e n te d

, 
m e n tio n e d

e a rlie r
, 
m e a n s th a t q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  r e lie s h e a v ily  o n  n a rr a tiv e  d e s c rip tio n  ; q u a n tita tiv e

r e s e a rc h  o n  s ta tis tic a l r e s u lts

T h e  d istin c tio n s  d e s c ń b e d  a b o v e  b e tw e e n  q u a lita tiv e  a n d  q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  a r e  d u e
to  th e  d ifï e re n t e p is te m o lo g ie s u n d e rly in g  th e  tw o  typ e s  o f re s e a n ch M e re  is  a  d ifï e r e n c e  in
p u rp o s e  b e tw e e n  q u a lita tiv e  a n d  q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a r c h Q u a lita tiv e  r e s e a r c h  is  d o n e  fo r  th e

p u rp o s e  o f u n d e r sta n d in g  s o c ia l p h e n o m e n a
, 
s o c ia l b e in g u s e d in  a  b r o a d  s e n s e Q u a n tita tiv e

re s e a r c h is d o n e  to  d e te rm in e  re la tio n ship s
, 
e ffe c ts

,  
a n d  c a u s e s T h e  d is tin g u ish in g  c h a r a c te r

is tic s o f q u a lita tiv e  a n d q u a n tita tiv e  r e s e a rc h  a re  s u m m a riz e d  in  T äble  1 1 T h is  is  n o t n e c e s
s a rily  a n  e x h a u s tiv e  s e t o f d is tin c tio n s

, 
a n d  a d ditio n a l te rm s  m a y  a pp e a r  in  th e  lite ra tu re B u t

th is  d is c u s s io n  sh o u ld  p ro v id e  th e  r e a d e r  w ith  a  b a s ic  c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n  o f th e  d ifk r e n c e s
B o th  a p p r o a c h e s  a re  v a lu a b le  a n d h a v e  r e le v a n c e  fo r  th e  im p r o v e m e n t o f e d u c a tio n

Ų  · a h l m ' " d q ' "ritmive .  s e m c h h .  v e  e i ,  o .  n  c ha ta .  Re risti.  B a s e d o .  d , ffc .

" p " p " " " p - d ig m " " " lyi.  g  th e  r ese am h
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